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1. The attached'record of trigl of Shohei Ikeda at Yokohama, Japan; from 
12 May to 16 May 1947,'by a Military Commission appointed by paragraph 1, 

Special Orders No* 102, Headquarters•Eighth Army, United States Army., dated 
2 May-1947,■having been referred to the Staff Judge Advocate, this review there¬ 
of is-.subndtted to the Conuaa.nd3.ng General, --i 

, Personal Data Concern i ng Acc used 


NAME:'- Shohei Ikeda..’- •. 

AGE: 29 v .• •./ « - . 

RESIDENCE r Not .shown . - - - - 
M/iRIT/I, STATUS: Married- 
RELATIVES: -; mf e- and; child 
EDUCATION:.. Finished higher middle-... 
school 

VOCATION: ■ Not: shown - 

MILITARY CAREER:. First-class private, 
served in Japanese Imperial Army • 
from February 1940 to June-.19A1, 


DATE OF CONFINE*®-TT: 6 March 1946 - 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 12 May 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL:- Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD-OF TRIAL: 12 May to. 16 May 1947 
DATE OF SENTENCE:. 16 May 1947 . - 

SENTENCE: CHL for- -fifteen (15) years' 
CLEMENCY .RECOMMENDED' BY COMMISSION: ' 

No 


2, Synopsis of Charges, Pleas, Findings, Legal Sufficiency and Sentence: 

’ • " Legally 

Charge and Specifications : Pleas Findings Susta ined 

‘ i4 y ‘ j ' \ '* * ': . V . - 

Charge: Accused, a civilian attached- NG # G Yes 

to the Imperial Japanese Army, at the 

times and-places, set forth in the 

specifications-hereto attached, did'. - 

violate the Laws and ■ Customs, of ’-'ar; 

Sp 1: Iq : or about January 1943, at - , NG NG - 

TanaghwA POW- Camp, Osaka-Area, Honshu, 

Japan;accused did willfully, and un- ■. 
lawfully mistreat and abuse Tech, Sgt, 

Paul B, Davis, an American FT, by 
striking 1 and beating him with a rifle, 

A Sp 2: On' an occasion between 16- Jan- NG 
uafy l943 and 10’ May 1943, ..accused did 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat and 
abuse an unidentified officer,-an • 

American PW, by beating him vdth a ■■ 
shovel, 

Sp 3: On an occasion between 16 J&n- NG 
uary 1943 and .10 May 1943, accused, 
with others, did willfully and unlavv- 
fully mistreat and.abuse Master Sgt,' . 

Theodore Ni Johriston, an .American Ff7, 

— by beating him with a stick, 

Sp 4: -On an occasion between 1 May MG 

1943 and 31 March 1945, accused did 
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willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
and abuse Pvt. Merril D. Bevenue, an 
American P'/, by beating him with a . 
cartridge belt'. 

Sp 5: On an occasion between 1 Sep¬ 
tember 1943 and 15 November 1943,- ac¬ 
cused did wiU.fully and unlavrfully 
mistreat and: abuse Pvt, Henry A. Rusch, 
an American P T V, .by, beating him with a. 
rifle. ^ 

• 

Sp 6: On an occasion between 1 Nov¬ 
ember 1943 and 30 March 1944> accused' 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat, 
torture and abuse Pvt. First Class 
Carl S, Hayes, an American P’T, by 
compelling him to hold a large rock 
over his'head for one hour. . • > 



ru 

, 1 - 


NG Guilty, ' 

except the word '’torture", 
and,the wbrds "one hour", 
substituting tHerefor th e 
words "fifteen minutes". 

Of the'excepted words. Not 
Guilty, of the substituted* 
words. Guilty. 


Sp 7: On an occasion between 1 Nov¬ 
ember 1944 and 31 January 1945* ac¬ 
cused' did willfully and unlawfully mis- ■ 
treat, torture and abuse Staff Sgt. 

Kirk Miller, an:American FT, by beating 
him and compelling him to hold a rail¬ 
road iron over his head. • 

Sp 8.i In or about the month of Dec¬ 
ember 1944 r accused, with others, did 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat and 
abuse Staff Sgti' Arthur Davis, an 
American; Pf by beating him with fists 
and a stick, 

Sp 9: On or about 26 January 1945, 
accused did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat and abuse Corp* lioyd J. 
Delahorne, - an American FJ, by beating 
him with a club and .by kicking him. 

-Sp 10: In or about February 1945, 
accused did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat, abuse and torture Tech, Sgt. 
’"alter A; Criswell, Sgt. Frank R. 
'Prenzlau, Sgt. Fred S; Me Cully and '. 
Sgt. ;Willis A, Dixson, -American F T, s, 
by beating them with a club. 

Sp 11: On or about 15 February 1945, 
ac cus ed did willfully and : uniawfully 
mistreat and abuse Pvt. First Class 
Morris K. Denton, an /merican FI, by 
. beating him with a rifle and club and 
compelling him to hold a log over his 
head for thirty minutes. 

Sp 12: Between 12 November 1942 and 
29 March 1945, accused did willfully ' 
and unlawfully .mistreat numerous /mer¬ 
ic an FMs, by striking, beating and ■ 
kicking them, compelling sick patients 
to stand at attention in the sun and 
by otherwise abusing them. 


NG Guilty, Yes 

except”for the word "torture". 
Of the excepted word. Not 
Guilty, . 
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Sp 13: On an occasion'between 1.June 
1945'and 1 August 1945, at Tsuruga PO 1 
Camp, Osaka Area, Honshu, Japan, accused 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
Sgt’. Robert C; Davis and .nineteen other 
/merican, P?f» s, by beating; thein y.dth a ' 
club, and otherwise abusing, them. 

Sp. 145 Id or about the month of July . 
1945, accused did, with others, w in - 
fully, and unlawfully, mistreat and 
abuse Pvt'..First' Class Charles E. 
Tramposch, an American FT, by beating 
him with a shovel and otherwise abusing 
him* ’ 

Sp 15: In or about July 1945, accused 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat, 
torture and abuse Pvt. .First Class * 
Samuel B. Felds tein, ,an. 'meric an FT,, 
by compelling him to hold.a railroad 
iron over his head for: about thirty 
minutes, 

Sp 16 ; : On or about 12 . July 1945 , 
accused did, with others>. willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat, abuse and ' 
torture Staff ,,Sgt. David J. McCurdy, 

Pvt. First Class' Charles A. Cobb, and 
other American F'Gs, by beating them 
vyith fists, shovel and a club, and’ 
by otherwise abusing them,- 

Sp. I?:’ Between 23 April 1945 and — 

13 September 1945,'accused did will¬ 
fully and unlawfully mistreat numerous-' 
American F7»s, by brutally striking, ‘ 
kicking, beating,.:and. othervn.se abusing 
them. 


NO Guilty, • 

except for the words "and, 
Otherwise abusing them", of 
the excepted words. Not 
Guilty. . 


3* Summ ary of the E vidence; ' , 

« a.. For the Prosecu tion: 

.... Gen eral Facts: The prosecution introduced.proof tending to show 

that accused Shohei Ikbda was a civilian guard at Tanagawa Prisoner Of War 
Camp and later occupied the same position at Tsuruga. Prisoner of War Camp, 
his principal duty being to guard the PW's at the work site'(R.'16,'60). 
Among'the P^'s he, had nicknames'as follows: "Elmer" (R. 15, 18, 62, 77; 

Sc. 7, 8 ,-9, 10,'ll, 14, 15, 20,-28, 33? "Silly ’Tilly" (R. 62, 77} Ex.'27); 
"Jfortimer Snerd", "Laughing Boy", "Silly Face" (R. 18); and "Ogle Eyes" (R. 62), 


' The accused-^feat^the Ff*s so often axid so severely that his 
superior. Sergeant Major Fujita, required him to sign a statement promising 
not to'again beat F*/*s f on penalty of death to himself (Ex., 8 )., ;.. . ' 

Specification 1 : Not Guilty* 

Specificatioia 2. : Not Guilty. . . 

Specification 3 : Not Guilty. 

i mmmTT 

Specification 4 : FF Merril D. Benev.ew was working at some 
strenuous work for which extra food was to have been given. The extra food 
was not. furnished and he grew thin and weak. He complained to "Decata San" 
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that he was so weak he could not do the work,_ and "Decata San" told him others 
were working on the same, rations and "Decata.'San" J then-"beat", Berievew "about 
the face with the sharp edge of his cartridge belt raising weltsU on his face* 

In the specification he is called "Bevenue", (Ex, 3). 

Specification 5 : Not Guilty, 

Specification 6 : Pff Carl S. Hayes, whose weight was ordinarily 
about 190 pounds,.had fallen off in weight 'to 118 or 120 pounds, and was con¬ 
sequently weak. While helping load a car,(he was slow in getting it loaded and 
he dropped a large rock. Accused argued with him about'this matter and forced 

him 4ohold another rock about one and a half times the size of his head, weigh¬ 

ing about 25 or 30 pounds, above his head for 15 or 20 minutes, hitting him 
across the face with a honcho' stick in forcing him to do so. Hayes was so weak 
he finally had to let the rock rest on his head (R, 62, 63)• • 

. Specification !'*hen Sergeant Davis first saw FW Kirk Miller on 
the occasion in question, he was. standing near the camp office holding a rail¬ 
road iron at arms length above- his Head, the iron being about three feef long, 

and weighing around.thirty-five or forty pounds. Miller" was having considerable 

trouble holding the iron and he was finally given,a railroad tie about three 
feet lopg and four inches in diameter to so hold. He held the iron and tie 
above his head.for about an hour and a half after Davis first noticed him. ' 
i/5hen he would lower the iron or tie or let it rest on his head,, the accused, 
who Was present throughout, the period, would strike Miller with a club or rifle 
butt, on one occasion knocking him down. Accused beat Miller at least five 
times. , when Davis last saw Miller on this occasion he-was still holding the 
tie above his head (R, 63, 64). ' . 

Specification 8 : Not Guilty. 

1 

Specification 9 : On or about January 26, 1945, PW Lloyd J. 
Delahorne was-a member-'of a'crew of P//'s engaged in digging a, pit for . a dry 
dock. During a rest period, he went^to the latrine and returned to work about 
fifteen minutes late. He was stopped by the accused who took Delahorne's name 
and-he was then permitted to go to work. While Delahorne and the other P/'s 
were returning from work, they were stopped for roll call and Delahorne was 
called out of the group by accused. Accused then struck Delahorne a number of 
times on the head knocking, him down about four times and each time requiring 
him to get up. He was rendered unconscious and remained unconscious for several 
hours J He was carried to the hospital where he stayed for'about nine days under 
the dare of Dr'. Campbell, the FW physician (Ex.-5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10; R* 16, 17, 

19, $8, 35, 36, 66, 67, 73, 74, 83). , 


Delahome was beaten by accused with a piece of wood; several feet 
long and one or more inches in diameter (R» 19, 32, 35, 66; Ex. 7, 10, 11). 

T<T hen'Delahorne was oh the ground accused, kicked him several times 

(Ex, 7; R, 19, 35, 67).. 

Delahorne's head and face were bruised and swollen (Ex. 5, 8, 10, 

11) and Dr. Campbell stated'to some, of the witnesses he suffered "concussion 
of-the brain" (R. 67; Ex. 8,,12). 

Specificatio n.10* During February 1945, because the work crews 
did not hold the usual formations’after a'meal,, the P ! i work captains; named, 

Sgt. Criswell, Sgt. Dickson (Dixson), Sgt. McCully and Sgt. Prenzlau, vrere 
called to the office and there lined up by "Dekada", nicknamed "Elmer", and 
each was beaten by him with a piece of pine the Size'of a baseball bat,' The 
club was broken over the head of Dickson (Ex. 14, 15, 16, 17; R. 15, 20, 31, 

33, 67, 68). . 

^ ■ As the result of the beating, Sgt. Dickson was cut across the 

face and head; Sgt. McCully, who had a bad kidney, wa.s bruised across the 
back and his kidney condition was aggravated (Ex. 17; R. 20), and it appeared . 
to some vdtnesses his mind may have been affected (R. 67; Ex. 14); Sgt. Criswell 
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was beaten about the head and body and he had a large knot on his head (R. ?7). 
S.~t. Prenzlau was-knocked to the ground by the first blow ('Ex.'l6).. They -were ' 
all suffering from abrasions and bruises mostly on their heads, faces, shoulders, 
arms and' backs* (l£x. -17). Other than that Sgt, McCully 1 s mind may have been 
affected, none of the group suffered any permanent injury (R. 75J and none were 
confined' in the hospital. (Ex. 14; R.; ‘ 


Spe cification ll : Wot Guilty. 

Specification 12 : Not Guilty. 

Specification 13 • ■ At Tsuruga Camp, while it was raining, roll 
call was taken for the night. Accused, bad gone in the building and the F.7*s 
thought they were dismissed and'went in the building* Accused called than 
back, lined them up, had. them stands"to"attention"-in the rain for about a 
half hour; he then got.a "honcho .stick", and went down the line and'struck 
each of the'P!7 f s two or more blows on the head with; the stick. One, a Swede 
or Dutchman, received probably ten blows, one of which was very hards' One of 
the group was knocked down, /ill of the R7• s received "bumps" on their heads, 
none however received any permanent injury or were hospitalized. There were 
about fifteen or twenty PR's in the group including Sgt, Davis (R. 69, 70, 76),. 

, Specification 14 : Not Guilty. 

Specification 15 ;- Not Guilty. 

Specification 16 : ■ About June 16, 1945, at Tsuruga. Camp, there 
was a "showdown" inspection, end some food and other contraband were found, in 
the quarters of three of the F r, s.' PANs McCurdy and Cobb and a Dutchman or 
Javanese were the three men (R. 71, 77,■73; Ex. 29). 

. The accused beat these three prisoners on the head, back and' 
buttocks with a-"scoop shovel", and they'were made to stand "at attention" for . 
several hours (R, 71, . 77'; Ex. 23, 24, 25/ 26, 27, 28, 29, 30). 


‘ ' Cobb, and the. Dutchman were "hospitalized" (R*-71). /ll . three of 

their faces were severely bruised and cut, and two had their faces very badly 
sw'ollen on one'side, end both sides of the face of the third were swollen ' 

(R. 72; Ex. 25, 27). MThile the person ‘charged with these acts is referred to ' 
by various witnesses as "Akata" (Ex. 23), "Tukaida" (Ex, 25), "Tikata" (Ex, 26),. 
"Silly ’/illy" (Ex, 27), "Elmer" (Ex* 28, 30), other witnesses identified him 
by'his ti-ght name (Ex* 24; R. 7l)i he was identified in court by one of the 
wdthqss^s to this incident (R* 6l)'end'it was shown accused was known by the 
various nicknames 'mentioned (E* 15, 62, 77)* 

Specification 17 :' Not Guilty* 
b. For the' Defense; 


The accused elected to become a sworn witness in his own behalf 
, (R. 95). Proof was introduced by the defense tending to show the following 
as the facts. ■ ■ . 

General Facts ; ^Accused was an Army gunzoku at Tanagawa F/7 Camp 
N between the following dates: 23 November 1942 to 4 December 1942; 20 December 
1942 to 20 November 1943; 21 January 1944 to March 1945 (R. 39, 96). 

<r . 

He held the same job at Tsuruga FI Camp from 25 April 1945 to 
end of war (R. 96). 

He denied signing any statement agreeing not to beat. FJ's (R. 102- 
10 3). ■ • • 

Specification 1 : Not Guilty. 

Specification 2 : Not Guilty. 
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Specification 3i Not Guilty. 

_ , - ——. . r . 

Specification 4 : . The accused admitted' he struck a FT "on the 
left side and right side once" with his : cartridge belt but denied the FT was 
knocked down or bled (R, 96). The PIT did not go t'o the hospital (R. 100). 

Specification 5 : Not Guilty. 

Specification 6 : The accused did not remember PIT Carl S, Hayes 
and he denied "compelling" any FT' "to hold a rock over his head out on the 
work project" (R, 97)*; 

Specification 7 ? In the autumn of 1944 the accused required PW 
Sgt. Miller to hold "a three-foot wood' oVer his head for approximately fifteen 
minutes" as punishment for "laying down on his job. He denied any other mis¬ 
treatment of PW Miller (R. 97)• 

Specification 8 : Not Guilty, - y- 

, Specification 9 : The.accused did not remember FT Delahorne, but 
in January 1945> a FT'was "laying down" on his job and lied about it. Rather 
than report him for punishment, accused punished him after work in the presence 
of other PWs by striking him with a banboo broom about ten times. He fell 
down and when accused "saw blood coming out 'from the back of his head" he 
ceased hitting him and the FT got up and'went to camp with other- prisoners 
(R» 97-98). TJhe FT was in the hospital for three days (R, 98). 

The PW Commanding Officer'reported this incident to Camp Commander, 
and accused was reprimanded (R. 39, 41, 98), ~ 

Spe cification 10 : During the fall of 1944 the PWs were "laying 
down" on their jobs and were disregarding the regulations, and after they'had 
failed to heed a number of warnings, accused, in January or February 1945, told 
PWs Sgt. Criswell, Sgt. McCully and Sgt. Dickson (he does not remember Prenzlau) 
to r eport to him' at noon. Wien they reported, he reminded them of their viola¬ 
tions of the rules and struck each of them about ten blows on their buttocks, 

None of them bled or fell to the ground (R. 98, 99)* 


i 


Specifica tion 11; Not Guilty. 

i 

/ Specific ation 12 : Not Guilty. 

\ Specification 13 : The accused denied ever striking PW Sgt. Robert 

C. DaVi^ and about nineteen other PWs at Tsuruga PIT Camp (R, 99)* 

Specification 14 ; 

Specifi c ation 15: 

Specification 16 : 

McCurdy and Cobb -With a' shovel 
regulation (R.' 99 , 100 )* 

Specification 17 : 

~ * 

4• Opinion l 

This case involves questions of fact, and the evidence is amply 
sufficient to sustain the'conviction of accused on each specification of which 
he was convicted. ■ Indeed,-accused admitted on the witness stand the unlawful 
mistreatment of 'several of the PWs nanjed in the specifications, however,_ 
understandably minimizing his acts of mistreatment and the extent, of the in- 
jury to the PWs, Although in a number of affidavits the perpetrator of the 
war crime is mentioned by nickname or by a name phonetically similar to^ 
accused f s name, yet it is clear from all the evidence that such, affidavits .. 
refer to accused. 


Not Guilty. 

Not Guilty. 

The accused did not remember striking‘FWs 
and denied striking any FT for violating some 

Not Guilty. 
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5• Findings and Re commend ations : 


The record was legally sufficient to support the guilty findings of 
the Commission. The record shows the Commission was duly constituted, and 
that it had jurisdiction of the person of the accused and of the offenses of 
which he was convicted. There is no evidence that the accused was insane at 
the time of the co.rnmissionrpf the unlawful acts and at the time of the trial. 


The record shows the accused was ably represented by counsel and that 
he had a fair trial and no prejudicial errors were committed against him. 


The Commission imposed a prison sentence of fifteen years on the 
accused. This’ sentence is legal. There are no recommendations for clemency 
by any member of the Commission or anyone else. ,The established facts well 
warrant a prison sentence of fifteen years, and it is recommended that same 
be approved. 

The accused has been confined since 6-March 1946, the Specifications 
were filed.on 8 October 1946, and trial held 12 May 1947- to 16 May 1947. He 
was detained in prison prior to the date of the sentence one year, two months 
and ten days. It is recommended he be given credit on his fifteen-year sentence 
for eleven end one-half months, leaving an unserved sentence of fourteen years • 
and one-half month, and that his sentence begin as of 16 May 1947, the date 
of his conviction, .. 

6 . Action: 


A form of action designed to carry this recommendation into effect 
is attached hereto. 


J. G. LACKEY 
Reviewer 

Judge Advocate Section 

* 

I concur in generals 

/ 

( - 
''ALLAN- R. BROWNS 
BtkJlolonel JAGD 
Army Judge Advocate 
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